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AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY 
WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY, 1ST JULY, 2019 AT 5.00 P.M.

IN THE VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO BE PRESENT

Agenda

1. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly General Meeting held on 3rd June, 2019 at 5 p.m.
2. Exhibitions of presents made to the Society in June, 2019.
3. Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).
4.  Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under Regulation 49(f ).
5.  Consideration of Reports and Communications from the Council as per Regulation 49(g).
6.  The following paper will be read:
 Hindustan as seen by Babur: A Study of Natural History of the Time by Shri Debraj Chakraborty

   (S B Chakrabarti)
   General Secretary
The Asiatic Society
1, Park Street
Kolkata 700016
Dated the 22nd day of June 2019
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Paper to be read

Hindustan as seen by Babur : A Study of Natural 
History of the Time
Debraj Chakraborty*

The Hindustan, i.e. Indian subcontinent has 
a unique geographical character that offers 
opportunity to examine the man-nature relationship 
in different ecological position. It is a fact that 
ecological concerns always have a role in shaping 
out human settlement pattern in different span 
of time. Ecological settings determine cultural 
diversity of a society, formation and development 
of state power, its structural pattern, political 
understanding, economic formations, ethnicity, 

empire and territoriality. Nature and its varied 
elements such as climate factors, forest, soil, water, 

flora and fauna have an important role and influence 
on human settlement and societies. Ecological and 
geographical diversities have also been considered as 
major element that accelerates the process of social 
transformation. The practice of land use, irrigational 

provision, agricultural manifestation, harvesting and 
production process, economic substance, and overall 
settlement pattern largely relied upon geographical 
and physical state of a particular region.

Writing on India’s natural past has received 
inputs with the foundation of the Mughal empire 
in Hindustan during the early sixteenth century 
after the decisive first battle of Panipat (1526). The 
description of this land in an extensive and accurate 
manner appears from the contemporary chronicles.

Zahir ud-din Muhammad Babur (r. in Hindustan 

Figure I : Elephants by the River
Courtesy : Sadruddin Aga Khan Collection, Geneva

Figure II : Babur Hunting Rhinoceros
Courtesy : National Museum, New Delhi

Independent Researcher,   dc1526@gmail.com
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Paper to be read

1526-1530), the founder ruler of the Mughal line 
in Hindustan has been considered as a keen lover 
of nature. His style of writing, analysis, observation 
makes him a naturalist.  His autobiographical writing 
known as the Tuzuk-i Baburi or the Baburnama is 
one of the finest work not only in world literature, 
it similarly shows Babur’s inquisitive mind and 
eagerness for this natural world. The narratives of the 

Baburnama revel his ‘undiminished interest in natural 
history, and a singular quickness of observation and 
accurate commemoration of statistical details.’  It was 
originally written in Chaghatai Turki. Illustrious ruler 
of the Mughal line and grandson of Babur, Akbar 
(r.1556-1605) found the memoirs of his grandfather 
‘one of the most enthralling and romantic works’ 
and he had taken interest to translate it into Persian. 
Abdur Rahim Khan-i Khanan, a noble at the court of 
Akbar and well versed both in Turki and Persian was 
commissioned for this task and was finally submitted 
before the ruler most likely on 24th November in 

Figure III : A Pair of Asiatic Wild Buffaloes
Courtesy : Freer Gallery of Art, Smithsonian Institution, 

Washington DC

Figure IV : A Pair of Nilgai and Short-legged Deer or Hog Deer
Courtesy : Freer Gallery of Art, Smithsonian Institution, 

Washington DC

Figure V : A Pair of Gini Cow and Small Deer
Courtesy : The Walters Art Museum, Baltimore
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even in recent times as the best 
specimen of scientific study of 
nature during his age.

This paper is an attempt to 
study the views of a ruler to a 
newly conquered land that he 
found as a wonderful country with 
having three types of climates, 
natural beauty and variety. He 
found its mountains, rivers, 
jungles, deserts, towns, cultivated 
lands, animals, plants, people and 
their tongues, its rains, and winds, 
all are different. However, long 
before Babur, Al-Beruni took an 
attempt to describe the land of 
Hindustan in his Tahqiq-al Hind. 
But the way Babur described this 
land is something different from all 
writings. In fact the Baburnama is 
the first pictorial record of the flora 
and fauna of India.

1589. After that the artists of the 
Akbar’s taswirkhana (imperial 
studio)  was commissioned for 
making all the illustrations of 
the Baburnama on the basis of 
descriptions offered by Babur 
himself in great details. A new 
trend began to take shape with 
the writings of Babur which 
provides vivid descriptions on 
India’s natural past on the basis 
of its geographical distribution.

However, Babur did not 
belong to the community of 
the scientists, but the way he 
documented India’s natural 
environs in his autobiographical 
essay that shows his strong 
observational insight, precision 
of knowledge, and clarity of 
thoughts. His description on 
nature has also been considered 

Figure VI : Monkey (Bandar) of Hindustan. 
Courtesy : The Walters Art Museum, Baltimore

Figure VII : A Detail of Peacock
Courtesy : National Museum, New 

Delhi

Figure VIII : Shah-Murgh and Sham
Courtesy : The British Museum, 

London

Paper to be read
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Obituary

Author of  "Unish Satake Nabajagaran" passed away

Dr. Alok Roy (1936-
2 0 1 9 ) ,  a n  e x t r a -

ordinary teacher, an 
outstanding scholar 
and a prolific  writer 
passed away on 6th 
J u n e,  2 0 1 9  l e av i n g 
behind a deep void 
i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f 
scholarship, especially 
that of the 19th century. 
H e  s p e n t  h i s  l o n g 
teaching career in the 
Department of Bengali 

at Scottish Church College and is looked up to as a 
role model in this profession. His 
ability to fascinate his audience 
with his brilliant oratory skills 
made him popular not only 
among his  undergraduate 
students but also attracted 
others  to  h is  lec tures.  He 
was a popular choice among 
students and scholars alike in 
Calcutta University, Jadavpur 
University, Burdwan University, 
Viswabharati University and 
North Bengal University. His 
many scholarly works on the 
19th century like Nineteenth 
Century Studies and Counter Point 
are classics in the respective 
genre. His role as the editor of 
the biographical compilations 
of the Paschimbanga Bangla 
Akademi was pioneering and much appreciated. 

Professor Roy was born on 15th July, 1936 
in Kolkata to Sri Nripendranath Roy and Smt. 
Madhurilata Roy. In his childhood he was much 
influenced by his famous maternal grandfather 

Dr. Alok Roy
(1936 – 2019) 

Manmatha Nath Ghosh. Professor Roy studied in 
Scottish Church College from 1953 to 1957. He 
was a prolific writer from his young student days 
and stood first in his post-graduate examination. 
He was awarded his PhD degree in 1969 under 
the supervision of Professor Rabindra Kumar 
Dasgupta on Indology and Rajendralal Mitra. It 
was his research that drew him towards the 19th 
century that soon became his forte. In November, 
1960, he joined as a Lecturer in Bengali in his 
beloved Scottish Church College and headed the 
department from 1975 till his retirement in 1998. 
Following his retirement he received the honour 
of Emeritus Professor from the College, an honour 
that he held till his death.

Professor Roy is noted for 
many of his famous works, both 
in English and Bengali, like 
Prabandhakar Bankimchandra 
O Unobingsha Shatabdir Bangali 
Samajmon (1967),  Rajendralal 
Mitra (1969), Alexander Duff O 
Anugami Kayekjan (1980), Unish 
Shatak (1989), Kathasahitya 
Jijnasa  (1992),  Tarashankar 
Deshkal (1998), Sandhikshaner 
Kabita  (2002),  Sahityakosh: 
Kathasahitya (1967), Bish Shatak 
(2010), and many others. His 
last published work was Unish 
Shatake Nabajagaran : Swarup 
Sandhan (2019). For Bish Shatak 
he was awarded the prestigious 
Vidyasagar Smriti Puroshkar in 
2010 by Paschimbanga Bangla 

Akademi. Professor Alok Roy would be dearly missed 
and remembered as a gentleman and a connoisseur 
of good arts.      

Courtesy : Dr. Supratim Das
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From the Desk of the General Secretary

Dear Members and Well-wishers,

You are aware that Shri Prahlad Singh Patel has taken over the office of Hon’ble 
Minister of State for Culture and Tourism (Independent Charge) on 30th May, 2019. 
On behalf of the Asiatic Society we have already sent our congratulations and 
good wishes and invited him to visit the Asiatic Society at his earliest convenience. 

It is perhaps redundant to mention that 1st July is both birthday and death 
anniversary of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. Dr. Roy was not only a globally acclaimed 
eminent physician but he was also one of the best recognised statesmen of the 
country who was in the office of the Chief Minister of West Bengal from 23rd 
January, 1948 to 1st July, 1962.

We have very successfully completed 235th Annual General Meeting and 
Awards Giving Ceremony on 3rd June, 2019. Justice Chittatosh Mookerjee, Hon’ble 
Former Chief Justice of Bombay High Court, was present as the Guest-in-Chief and 
handed over the awards for the year 2018 to the respectable awardees. Initiatives 
have been taken to hand over the Tagore Peace Award to Sheikh Hasina Wazed, 
the Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh and Indira Gandhi Gold Plaque to Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, Globally Acclaimed Economist and Former Prime Minister 
of India. The annual monthly lecture series on Mahatma Gandhi is continuing 
and the 9th lecture has been delivered by Professor Kaushik Bandyopadhyay, 
Department of History, West Bengal State University on 17th June, 2019. The 
birth centenary celebration on the Legendary Sitar Maestro Pandit Ravi Shankar 
and a two-day workshop on Ethics of Publications were among the important 
academic programmes scheduled in later part of June, 2019. Two very important 
two-day seminars are scheduled on Revisiting the contributions of Dr. Sukumar 
Sen (July 9th and 10th 2019) and Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar (July 23rd 
and 25th, 2019). The latter one is a collaborative programme with Vidyasagar 
University, Midnapore, West Bengal.  Dr. Rajendralala Mitra Endowment Lecture 
is fixed on 26th July, 2019 to be delivered by Professor K. Paddayya, Emeritus 
Professor and Former Director, Department of Archaeology, Deccan College 
(Deemed University), Pune. An official of the Asiatic Society attended the 66th 
death anniversary programme of Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee on 23.06.2019 
and 155th birth anniversary function of Sir Asutosh Mookerjee on 29.06.2019.

I thank you all for your continued support for the improvement of the Asiatic 
Society.

(S B Chakrabarti)
General Secretary

 Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy
1st July 1882 - 1st July 1962
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TWO LANDSCAPES BY ROBERT HOME 

Art Appreciation 

A VILLAGE GHAT

An oil-painting (size 12" x 18")  done by Robert 
Home titled “A Village Ghat” is a bit confusing in a 
sense that the scene is not properly and convincingly 
depicted. Demarcation of the edge of water and the 
land almost in the centre raised like a mountain 
of raw-yellowish soil on which rows of trees with 
brown trunk and bushy leaves covered the upper 
right side of the canvas, gradually slopes down to 
the water where people are taking bath under deep 
shadows of the trees.

On the left corner at the bottom a local country-
boat is anchored and abandoned none of which is 
scene-wise properly co-ordinated according to the 
visual perfection yet there are certain stylization 
and workmanship of 19th century. Romantic style 
and the treatment of cloudy sky and the trees and 
bushes, vanishing on the horizon beyond is quite 
interesting and appreciable.

Inspite of all those drawbacks the painting 
has an overall character of romantic school of 
European landscape painting and should be properly 
preserved as a document.

The Village Ghat



MONTHLY BULLETIN  JULY 2019
8

Art Appreciation 

THE FORD , A VIEW IN SCOTLAND

An oil-painting (size 28" x 41") titled “The Ford, 
A view in Scotland” done by Robert Home is in fact 
a painting of no consequence and no conviction. It 
appears to have done from his wishful imagination 
of Scotland. A stream or river is flowing down from a 
snow-caped mountain-range far beyond and divided 
the bushy banks almost from the middle, down to 
the bottom of the painting. On the right side corner 
below and the upper side is covered with trees and 
the leaves almost in obscure manner, but the foliage 
and the trunks are brought out beautifully against the 
bright yellowish light of the sky. There are quite some 
flaws in respect of proportions such as the little boat 
is too small in comparison with the people and the 
cattle crossing the knee-deep water of the stream is 

not really convincing. Similar situation is painted by 
the famous landscape painter John Constable such as 
“Hey Waine” which is far above the standard attained 
by Robert Home.

Yet we have a painting which is in many ways 
mingled with the Asiatic Society and the very 
checkered life long service rendered by Robert Home 
to the institution. At least for documentation the 
painting should be kept with due care.

About the artist

Robert Home (1752-1834) was a British portrait 
painter who travelled to the Indian subcontinent 
in 1791. During his travels he painted historical and 
archaeological places and landscapes.

Born in Hull in the United Kingdom as the son 

The Ford, A View In Scotland
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 Somnath Mukherjee Isha Mahammad

Art Appreciation 

of an eminent army surgeon from Greenlaw and 
Berwickshire. Robert Home joined Royal Academy 
School in 1769. He went to Rome in 1773 for further 
training in painting under Angelica Kauffman and 
stayed at Italy until 1777. From 1783 to 1789 he 
worked in Dublin and London before leaving for 
India in 1790. On February 5th, 1791, Robert Home 
has permitted to follow Lord Cornwallis-army in 
the Third Anglo-Mysore war as it moved towards 
Bangalore.

In November 1792 Robert Home came into 
contact with artists Thomas and William Daniell, 
who inspired him to continue painting landscapes. 
He visited Mahabalipuram in January/February 
1793 and the two paintings he painted as a result 

titled ‘Ruins of Mahabalipuram’ are now in our 
collection.

In 1795 Home arrived in Calcutta and continued 
his work there as an established artist. He was for 
some time became Secretary to the Asiatic Society 
and the first Library-in-charge (1804) and donated 
his valuable art collections to the Society. In 1814 he 
moved to Lucknow and became a court painter of 
Nawab Ghaji-ud-din Haider (1769-1827). In 1827, he 
travelled to Kanpur, where he died in 1834.

His ‘Select Views in Mysore’, the country of Tippu 
Sultan were published in London and Madras in 
1794, and in Calcutta he made some water colours 
of Indian mammals, birds and reptiles, some of which 
he also worked up in oils.
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Annual General Meeting

Keeping alive the traditions of excellence, 235th 
Annual General Meeting and Awards Giving Ceremony 
of the Society was held on Monday, 3rd June, 2019, 
at its aesthetically decorated Vidyasagar Hall. Justice 
Chittatosh Mookerjee, Hon’ble Former Chief Justice, 
High Court of Bombay, graced the occasion as Guest in 
Chief of the ceremony. The programme began with the 
invocation rendered by the team of the Asiatic Society. 
Hon’ble Justice Chittatosh Mookerjee, the Guest in 
Chief of the ceremony, was then felicitated by Professor 
Isha Mahammad, President of the Asiatic Society.

Welcoming the audience, Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, 
General Secretary of the Asiatic Society, placed the 
General Secretary’s Report. In his report, 

Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti

Dr. Chakrabarti showcased the activities which 
the Society performed in recent past. He emphasised 
on furtherance of the research activities on different 
spheres of Oriental Studies and also on preservation, 
conservation and digitization of the treasures of The 
Asiatic Society for dissemination of knowledge in 
fulfilment of the objectives of the Society. He assured  
that the present Council will try its utmost to carry 
forward the glory of this premier institution.

Professor Isha Mahammad

In his presidential address, Professor Isha 
Mahammad, President of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata, 
expressed his concern about recent inhuman 
atrocities and destruction of Art and artifacts and 
indiscriminate killing of men, women and children 
on the pretext of caste, creed, colour and religion. 
He concluded his address with a hope that a day will 
come when unvanquished Man will retrace his path 
of conquest despite all barriers, to win back his lost 
human heritage.

Hon’ble Justice Chittatosh Mookerjee, the Guest 

Award Giving Ceremony, 2019 : A  Brief Report

Justice Chittatosh Mookerjee
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Annual General Meeting

in Chief, in his address, congratulated all the awardees for having the stole of honour by the Society. On this 
joyous occasion, he stressed upon the rededication for pursuing the path of knowledge to achieve the goals 
set by Sir William Jones, the founder of the Asiatic Society. He also mentioned the close and long association 

of his family with this esteemed institution. 
Fifteen Medals/Plaques including one Honorary 

Fellowship and eleven Lectureships of the Asiatic 
Society were awarded to eminent personalities for 
their important contributions to diverse academic 
disciplines.  

Dr Sujit Kumar Das, the Treasurer of the Society, 
thanked all dignitaries, members, employees, 
scholars and all the resource persons who made this 
occasion a great success.

  An arrangement was made to display some 
publications and artefacts of the Asiatic Society on 
this auspicious occasion.  

A large number of members, scholars and 
academicians were present in this programme.

The ceremony was concluded with the National Anthem.

Dr Sujit Kumar DasDr Sujit Kumar Das
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Annual General Meeting

Awardees of Medals and Plaques

Professor Asok Nath Basu receiving the award of 
Honorary Fellowship of the Society for the year 2018 
from Justice Chittatosh Mookerjee, Hon'ble Former 

Chief Justice, High Court of Bombay and Guest in Chief 
of the Programme.

Shri Gautam Pal, eminent sculptor, is felicitated by 
Professor Isha Mahammad, President of the Asiatic 
Society in appreciation of his artwork of the bust of 

Dr Rajendralala Mitra, the First Indian President of the 
Society.

Professor G Subbiah receiving R.P. Chanda Centenary 
Medal for his significant Contribution to Archaeology 

and Art History

Professor Sanjeev Dhurandhar receiving Meghnad 
Saha Memorial Gold Medal for his significant 

Contribution in Physics.

Dr. Kalyan Kumar Chakravarty, IAS (Retd.) receiving 
Hem Chandra Raychaudhuri Birth Centenary Gold 

Medal for his significant Contribution in the Field of 
Indian History.

Dr. Shreya Karmakar receiving Saratlal Biswas 
Memorial Medal for her Best Published Work in 

Mineralogy and Petrology.
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Annual General Meeting

Dr. Dilip Mahalanabis, recipient of Barclay Memorial 
Medal, is felicitated by Professor Isha Mahammad, 

President of the Asiatic Society.

Professor Ratan Parimoo, recipient of Rabindranath 
Tagore Birth Centenary Plaque, is felicitated by Professor 

Isha Mahammad, President of the Asiatic Society. 

 Professor Usharanjan Bhattacharya, recipient of Professor 
Sukumar Sen Memorial Gold Medal, is felicitated by 

Professor Isha Mahammad, President of the Asiatic Society.

Professor Sibnath Deb receiving Professor Suhrit 
Chandra Mitra Memorial Plaque from Justice Chittatosh 
Mookerjee, Hon'ble Former Chief Justice, High Court of 

Bombay and Guest in Chief of the Programme.

  Professor Padmanabhan Balaram receiving Sir William 
Jones Memorial Medal for his significant Contribution 

in the Field of Science.

Professor Lalu Prasad Shaw, eminent Indian Painter 
and the recipient of Prasanta Roy and Gita Roy 

Memorial Gold Medal for the year 2018.
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Annual General Meeting

Exhibition in the Annual General Meeting

Display of Rare Books before and after Conservation

Display of rare books on Vidyasagar and Mahatma Gandhi in the collection of 
the library of the Asiatic Society

Display of recent Publications 
of the Asiatic Society

 After  Before
 Conservation Conservation
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!ˆ!îû¢ †þyîûlyöì’þîû ¤öìD þ›„!‹þ¢ 
!ô!lØþ
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•þyöì¡˜[þ Œ1990– îy‚¡yëû îû_«†þ¡Äy”Š– ˜Ä æþyëûyîû xÄyuþ 
˜Ä öîûl Œ1998– îy‚¡yëû x!@À?¡Š ²Ìè,þ!•þÐ ö˜öì‡!Sé !î¢ 
¢•þöì†þîû Séëû G ¤yöì•þîû ˜¢öì†þ ¢Äyô öîöìlˆy¡– ~ôƒ ~¤ƒ 
¤í%Ä ²Ìô%öì‡îû !l!ôÅ•þ èþyîû•þ#ëû xlÄ ™yîûyîû ‹þ¡!F‹þöìe •„þyîû 
x!èþlëû– þ›!îû‹þy¡ly– !‹þelyØþÄ îû‹þlyëû è)þ!ô†þyÐ Œ¤‚ßñyîûy– 
!l¢yhsý– ôsil ²Ìè,þ!•þ lîç¥z!Øþîû öî!¢ ‹þ¡!F‹þöìe x!èþlëû– ̃ ¢!Øþ 
‹þ¡!F‹þe þ›!îû‹þy¡lyŠÐ

öî¢ èþöìëû èþöìëû¥z xl%Ûþyöìlîû !îîû!•þîû ¤ôëû •„þyöì†þ !ˆöìëû 
!löì?îû þ›!îû‹þëû !˜öìëû ?yly¡yô– òòxy!ô ¥z!•þ¥y¤ þ›’þüy¥z– 
¥z!•þ¥y¤ !’þ!¤!²Õl öíöì†þ ’þz!l¢ ¢•þöì†þîû îy‚¡yîû !íöìëûØþyîû 
!löìëû ˆöìî£ì”y †þöìîû!Sé– xyþ›lyîû ¤öìD ~†þØ%þ †þíy î¡öì•þ 
‹þy¥zÐóó ²Ìíöìô¥z î¡öì¡l– òòöôyÞØþ ¥zlØþyöìîû!ÞØþ‚– ¥z!•þ¥y¤ 
!’þ!¤!²Õl öíöì†þÚ ¤y™yîû”•þ ¤y!¥•þÄ îy !íöìëûØþyöìîûîû ö¡yöì†þîûy–
þ›yîûæþîûôyöìîûîûy ~Øþy †þöìîûÐóó xy!ô î¡¡yô– òòxöìl†þ x¤%!î™y 
¤öì_´G– ö?˜ !löìëû¥z ~Øþy †þöìîû!SéÐóó î¡öì¡l– òòîöì¡y– ö•þyôyîû 

Profile



MONTHLY BULLETIN  JULY 2019
16

î_«îÄóóÐ  ö†þyíyëû xy!ô •„þyîû †þíy Ölî ô%@»* ö×y•þyîû ôöì•þy– 
•þy ly ’þz!l Ölöì•þ ¡yˆöì¡l xyôyîû ö‹þyöì‡îû !˜öì†þ !ßiîû ̃ ,!ÜTöì•þ 
•þy!†þöìëû xyôyîû †þíyÐ öî¢ !†þS$Çþ” î¡yîû þ›îû ö‡ëûy¡ †þ!îû 
’þz!l ÖlöìSél ‹%þþ› †þöìîûÐ xy!ô !löì?¥z ¤‚öìÇþþ› †þöìîû G„îû 
!˜öì†þ •þy†þy¥zÐ ~îûþ›îû ’þz!l !î!èþ§¬ !î£ìëû !löìëû– öôí’þ¡!? 
!löìëû öî¢ !†þS%é ²ÌÙÀ †þöìîûlÐ !ô!lØþ þ›„!‹þöì¢†þ îy•þ Åy¡yöìþ›îû þ›îû 
î¡öì¡l– î¥zØþy öîöìîûyìöì¡ ?y!lGÐ

~îûþ›îû ö†þöìØþ öˆöìSé öî¢ †þöìëû†þØþy 
îSéîûÐ î¥zØþy öîîûëû 2018éŸéö•þ Œ¤®!£ìÅ 
²Ì†þy¢lŠÐ ly– •„þyöì†þ ?ylyöìly ¥ëû!lÐ 
î¥zØþy ö•þy îy‚¡yëû– xyîû ’þz!l ö•þy 
îy‚¡y ?yöìll lyÐ xyîû ?yöìll ly 
îöì¡¥z ¥z‚öìîû!? xl%îyöì˜ îûî#wlyí 
þ›öìé’þü öîDy¡%îû&îû xy!?? ö²Ìô!? 
!îÙ»!î˜Äy¡öìëû î_,«•þy †þîûöì•þ !ˆöìëû 
î¡öì¡l– òòîûî#wlyí î’üþ †þ!î !†þév 
•„þyîû lyØþ†þ ô™ÄôyöìlîûÐóó xöìl†þ 
îy.y!¡îû ôöì•þy xyôyîûG x!èþôyl 
¥öìëû!Sé¡Ð ë!˜ !•þ!l îy‚¡yØþy ?ylöì•þl– 
îy‚¡yëû îûî#wlyí þ›é’þüöì•þ þ›yîûöì•þlœ 
!†þév öæþîÊ&ëûy!îû ôyöì¤ Œ2019Š xyôyîû 
xyîû ~†þ !²Ìëû ôyÞØþyîûô¢y¥z öˆï•þô 
èþöìoîû ¤öìD xyôyîû ˆöìî£ì”yîû !î£ìëû !löìëû xyöì¡y‹þly †þîûöì•þ 
!ˆöìëû ’þz!lG îöì¡l– òòxy!ôG !†þév !ˆ!îû¢ †þyîûlyöì’þîû ˜öì¡Ð 
xyôyîûG ô•þ îûî#wlyí ô™Äôyöìlîû lyØþÄ†þyîûÐóó xy!ô ~‡l 
†þl!æþ’þz¤’éÐ †,þ•þKþ !ˆ!îûöì¢îû †þyöìSé l•%þl †þöìîû èþyîyîû ?lÄ 
¤%öìëyˆ †þöìîû ö˜GëûyëûÐ

öèþöìî!Sé¡yô î¥z!Øþîû ¥z‚öìîû!? xl%îy˜ ¥öì¡ Œxyôyîû 
xyîûG ˜%?l ×öìm*ëû ôyl%£ì !îèþy¤ ‹þe«î•þ Å# G ¢ô#†þ 
îöìr˜Äyþ›y™Äyëû îöì¡öìSél î¥z!Øþîû o&•þ ¥z‚öìîû!? xl%îy˜ 
†þîûöì•þŠ G„öì†þ !ˆöìëû !˜öìëû xy¤îÐ ö¤ ¤%öìëyˆ ¥¡ ly– !†þév 
öíöì†þ öˆ¡ ~†þ ¤%r˜îû– !‹þhsýy ’þzöìo†þ†þyîû# ß¿,!•þÐ !†þS%é ôyl%£ì 
íyöì†þl– ë„yöì˜îû ßºÒ ¤ôöìëûîû ¤‚ß›¢  Å¥z ?#îlöì†þ þ›yöìÎØþ ö˜ëûÐ 
Œôöìl þ›é’þüöìSé xyôyîû ˆöìî£ì”yîû ¤)öìe ¢A < ö‰yöì£ìîû îy!é’þüöì•þ 

~†þ ‰^ýØþyîû xyöì¡y‹þly– îyî!îû ô¤!?˜ 
èþy.yîû þ›îû þ›!Ù‹þôîD ¥z!•þ¥y¤ ¤‚¤˜ 

xyöìëûy!?•þ ~†þ †þlöìèþl¢öìl ¡yMéþ 
Øþy¥zöìô ’þzêþ›¡ ˜öì_îû ¤öìD xy™ 
‰^ýØþy †þíy î¡yŠÐ

îàô%‡# ²Ì!•þèþyîû x!™†þyîû# 
¤ô¤yô!ëû†þ èþyîûöì•þîû xlÄ•þô 
¤,?l¢#¡ ôyl%£ì !ˆ!îû¢ †þyîûly’þ 
!Séöì¡l ²Ì†,þ•þ xöìíÅ¥z òþ›yî!¡†þ 
¥zö ì rØþö ì¡†þ‹ % þë û y¡óÐ 81 îSéî û 
îëûö ì¤G !î!èþ§¬ öÇþö ìe •„þyîû 
’ þ z þ›!ß i !• þî û  =î û &c ¤†þö ì¡¥ z 
¤ôÄ†þèþyö ìî ’þ z þ›¡!¸þ †þîûö ì•þ 
þ›yîûöì•þlÐ ö˜öì¢îû öë ö†þylG 

¤yôy!?†þ îûy?÷ìl!•þ†þ ¤‚†þöìØþîû 
¤ôëû ‡%î ö¤y?y¤%!?– o&•þ G •þ#Çøþ èþy£ìyëû 

ô•þyô•þ Kþyþ›l †þîûöì•þlÐ •„þyîû ôöì™Ä !î˜ÄyéŸéî%!m*éŸé¤,?l¢#¡•þyîû 
öë ¤ô§ºëû ‰öìØþ!Sé¡ •þy •„þyîû ¤öìD þ›„!‹þ¢ !ô!löìØþîû ¤yÇþyöì•þ¥z 
öØþîû öþ›öìëû!Sé¡yô– ëy xyôyîû ?#îöìl ~†þ!Øþ ’þzöìÍÔ‡öìëyˆÄ 
‰ØþlyÐ

~îûþ›îû ö†þöìØþ öˆöìSé öî¢ †þöìëû†þØþy ~†þ ‰^ýØþyîû xyöì¡y‹þly– îyî!îû ô¤!?˜ 
èþy.yîû þ›îû þ›!Ù‹þôîD ¥z!•þ¥y¤ ¤‚¤˜ 
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R. C. Gupta – The living 
legend of  ‘History of 
Indian Mathematics’
Purabi Mukherji*

Historical Prelude and Introduction 

From the nineteenth century onwards, many 
Indian scholars seriously took up the task of in-
vestigating the history of ancient and medieval 
Indian mathematics (ganita) and astronomy 
(jyotisha). The pioneers in this field were Pandit 
Bapudeva Sastri (1821-1900) and Mahamaho-
padhyay Sudhakara Dvivedi (1855-1910). Both 
of them were based in Benares and taught in 
the Government Sanskrit College there. They 
did phenomenal work by translating ancient 
mathematical texts written in Sanskrit into 
English. Bapudeva Sastri while translating 
Bhaskara’s Siddhanta Siromani into English 
first noticed and reported about a differential 
formula there. Pandit Sudhakara Dvivedi was 
responsible for bringing out authentic editions 
of several important ancient works such as 
*  rubym1945@gmail.com

Siddhanta-tattva-Viveka, Sisyadhivriddhida-
tantra, Pancasiddhantika, Brihat-Samhita, Tri-
satika, Brahmasputasiddhanta, Grahalaghava, 
Suryasiddhantika and Ganitakaumudi. To most 
of the above mentioned treatises he added his 
own commentaries in lucid Sanskrit. 

In the early part of the twentieth century, 
a brilliant scholar named Dr. Bibhutibhusan 
Datta (B. B. Datta) (1888-1958) from the Uni-
versity of Calcutta, made remarkable contri-
butions in the history of Indian mathematics. 
Based on his lectures, the Calcutta University 
published a book titled The Science of Sulba 
in 1932.  B. B. Datta in collaboration with A. 
N. Singh wrote and published two volumes of 
the book titled History of Hindu Mathematics. 
These two volumes are still standard reference 
materials to any scholar working in the field of 
ancient Indian mathematics. They are consid-
ered to be all times classics in this field. 

Apart from the pioneers mentioned above, P. 
C. Sengupta (1876-1962), A. A. Krishnaswami 
Ayyangar (1892-1953), T. S. Kuppanna Sastry 
(1900-1982), K. S. Shukla (1918-2007) and K. 
V. Sarma (1919-2005) are all great stalwarts 
in the field. Other notable scholars who have 
made notable contributions in the field of Indian 
mathematics include C. N. Srinivasaiengar 
(1901-1972), C. T. Rajagopal (1903-1978), S. 
N. Sen (1918-1992), T. A. Saraswati Amma 
(1918-2000), B. V. Subbarayappa (b. 1925), S. 
R. Sarma (b. 1937) and A. K. Bag (b. 1937).

In this galaxy of erudite Indian scholars who 
have enriched the investigative research and 
studies related to the history of Indian math-
ematics, Radha Charan Gupta (R. C. Gupta) is 
a luminous star.

Birth, Family and Education

According to R. C. Gupta himself, he was 
actually born on Sravana-purnima of the year 
1935, which corresponds to August 14, 1935. But 
due to some mistake, his official date of birth 
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is given as October 26, 1935. He was born in 
the small town of Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh. His 
father was Sri Chote Lal and his mother Smt. 
Bino Bai. He had his school education at Jhansi. 
Because of paucity of funds, R. C. Gupta’s father 
was not very keen on his son’s higher education. 
But the young R. C. Gupta had an immense 
desire to pursue higher studies. Fortunately he 
managed to obtain a merit scholarship of Rupees 
sixty per month. This enabled him to go to Luc-
know University and pursue his graduate stud-
ies there. He graduated in 1955 and completed 
his M.Sc. Examination in Mathematics from 
the same University in 1957. He came out with 
flying colours, securing the First rank among all 
the successful candidates.

Research and career

Even before, R. C. Gupta completed his 
graduation, he had been married. So, as soon 
as he obtained his M.Sc. degree, in order to sup-
port his family, he took up the job of a lecturer 
at Lucknow Christian College. After serving 
there for a year, in 1958 he joined as a lecturer 
at the Birla Institute of Technology at Ranchi in 
Bihar. In 1963-1964 R. C. Gupta came in contact 
with the great lady scholar Dr. T. A. Saraswati 
Amma. She herself had done excellent work on 
geometry in ancient and medieval India. Under 
her supervision, Gupta carried out research in 
history of mathematics. He completed his thesis 
titled ‘Trigonometry in Ancient and Medieval 
India’ and obtained the Ph.D. degree from the 
University of Ranchi in 1971. 

R. C. Gupta started doing investigative re-
search on history of Indian mathematics from 
the early sixties of the nineteenth century and 
till a few years back he has worked on a variety 
of topics related to the subject. His research work 
has mainly focused on ancient Indian mathemat-
ics, particularly the development of trigonometry 
including interpolation rules and infinite series 
for trigonometric functions. He has published a 

number of papers where he has elaborately ana-
lysed many unknown mathematical formulas 
expressed in difficult Sanskrit verses. He has 
also published several very important research 
papers on the remarkable mathematical discov-
eries of the Jaina traditional school. In a career 
spread over more than five decades, the corpus 
of his works in the area of history of mathemat-
ics exceeds 500 items. Among his path-breaking 
contributions are –
•	 R. C. Gupta’s analysis of Paramesvara’s 

third-order series approximation for the sine 
function as carried by him (Paramesvara)  in 
the fifteenth century.

• R. C. Gupta’s examination of the eighth-
century methods of Govindasvamin for 
interpolation in sine tables.
The erudite scholar and a vastly knowledge-

able historian of mathematics, R. C. Gupta, in a 
series of 16 articles entitled “Glimpses of Indian 
Mathematics” has made a seminal contribution 
elaborating on the gradual development of 
mathematics in the Indian sub-continent. In a 
way, he is a true successor to his predecessors B. 
B. Datta and A. N. Singh. As already mentioned 
earlier, their classic “History of Hindu Math-
ematics” (Lahore 1935, 1938) remains to this 
day a standard reference text for researchers of 
ancient and medieval Indian mathematics the 
world over. R. C. Gupta’s notable recent publica-
tions include “Historiography of Mathematics in 
India” [Writing the History of Mathematics: Its 
Historical Development (Basel, 2002), 307-315; 
edited by J. Dauben and C. J. Scriba], “Area of 
a bow-figure in India” [Studies in the History of 
the Exact Sciences in Honour of David Pingree 
(Leiden, 2004), 517-532; edited by Burnett et. 
al] and “A little-known 19th century study of 
Ganita-sara-sangraha” [Arhat Vacana, 14, 2-3 
(2002), 101-102].

According to renowned and internationally 
reputed historian of mathematics, Professor 
Kim Plofker :
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“He (R. C. Gupta) has combined scrupulous 
textual scholarship and expert mathematical 
commentary with clear and comprehensible 
exposition, serving the needs of general audi-
ences and specialist researchers alike”.

Going back to his teaching career it may be 
noted that he was promoted as a full Professor 
of Mathematics at the Birla Institute of Tech-
nology, Ranchi in 1982. Prior to that, from 1979, 
he remained as the Professor-in-Charge of the 
Research Centre for the History of Science at 
the same institute.

Professor R. C. Gupta is a widely travelled 
man. He has presented his novel and remark-
able research work before knowledgeable 
audiences at home and abroad. In 1977, while 
attending the 15th International Congress on 
History of Science in Edinburgh, he addressed 
the members of the British Society for the Histo-
ry of Mathematics. In 1980 he delivered invited 
talks in Germany, USA and Canada. In 1985 he 
participated in the 17th International Congress 
of Mathematics in Berkeley, California. 

Ganita Bharati

Professor R. C. Gupta is the founder-editor 
of Ganita Bharati. It is the official journal of 
the Indian Society for History of Mathematics. 
Professor Gupta has mentored and nurtured 
the journal for more than a quarter of a century 
since its beginning in 1979. He himself regu-
larly wrote articles and reviews for the journal. 
Some were published in his own name and 
the others under his pen-name ‘Ganitanand’. 
A large number of very good and informative 
articles were published in the journal during 
Professor R. C. Gupta’s editorship. 

His various publications in English and 
Hindi reflect his vast knowledge in the history 
of Indian mathematics. His writings and his 
endowments for conducting various lectures 
have helped greatly in the advancement of 

importance of history of mathematics in this 
country. 

Awards and Recognition

As a mark of recognition for his pioneering 
efforts to increase awareness in the history of 
mathematics, Professor R. C. Gupta was elected 
a Fellow of the National Academy of Sciences, 
India in 1991. In 1994 he became ‘President’ 
of the ‘Association of Mathematics Teachers in 
India’.  In 1995 he was elected a ‘Correspond-
ing Member’ of the ‘International Academy of 
History of Science’.

In 2009, Professor R. C. Gupta was awarded 
the ‘Kenneth O. May Prize’ jointly with Pro-
fessor Ivor Grattan – Guiness of U.K. by the 
‘International Commission for the History of 
Mathematics’ (ICHM). This is the highest in-
ternational recognition and award in the field. 
As Professor Gupta was unable to attend the 
original award ceremony held in Budapest, 
Hungary in 2009 during the 23rd International 
Conference of History of Science and Technol-
ogy, the award was given to him at the Inter-
national Congress of Mathematics (ICM) held 
at Hyderabad, India in August, 2010.

Before this article is wrapped up, it would 
be pertinent to quote the following line from 
the ‘Citation’ about Professor R. C. Gupta read 
out at the Budapest function in 2009. It says :

“No scholar in the twentieth century has 
done more to advance widespread understand-
ing of the development of Indian mathematics 
– and that, in a century that spanned (most of) 
the working life times of researchers such as S. 
Dvivedi, B. Datta and A. N. Singh, K. S. Shukla, 
A. K. Bag, Saraswati Amma, David Pingree and 
K. V. Sarma, is saying something.”

Professor R. C. Gupta is a living legend in 
the area of history of mathematics, and we as 
Indians feel proud and privileged to have him 
among us.
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History Matters

International Archives 
Day  observed by 
RBI Archives

The International Archives Day is celebrated all 
over the world on June 9, 2019 every year. The aim 
of the International Archives Day is to (i) raise the 
awareness of senior decision makers of the benefits 
of records management for good governance 
and development, (ii) to raise awareness of the 
necessity of preserving various types of private and 
government archives for the long-term, and (iii) 
to provide access to them. Taking the spirit of the 
International Archives Day, the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) Archives organised a half-day function on  17 
June 2019. The function was held between  10:50 

AM to 1:00 PM at Brahmaputra Auditorium, College 
of Agricultural Banking (CAB), Reserve Bank of India, 
University Road, Pune. Smt. Madhumita Sarkar Deb, 
PCGM & Principal, CAB, RBI and Dr. Singala Subbaiah, 
General Manager welcomed the participants 
whereas the Key Note Address was given by Shri 
Ashok Sahoo, Adviser, Department of Economic 
and Policy Research, RBI, Mumbai.  Professor Arun 
Bandopadhyay, Historical and Archaeological 
Secretary, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata delivered the 
address as the Chief Guest for the occasion. 

While Shri Ashok Sahoo raised the key issue of 
the significance and maintenance of different types 
of archives both in the global and Indian contexts, 
despite the vexed relation of the understanding the 
past, present and future for different generations 
and political regimes as such, Arun Bandopadhyay 
specifically focussed in his talk on the problems and 
prospects of Reading Economic History of Modern 
India through Archival Records. He first began by 
underscoring the importance of archival movement 
not only for the management of records, but also 
for the true understanding of history. He then 
emphasised on how the systematic information 

Professor Arun Bandopadhyay, Historical and Archaeological Secretary, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata delivering the 
address as the Chief Guest for the occasion.
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collection in British India from the 1860s onwards 
changed our overview of the present, despite many 
problems associated with its interpretation. He 
provided a thoughtful and informative narrative from 
the data touching on multiple spheres of life of the 
time, thus showing deeper insights into the value of 
history, documentation and archival records. With 
vivid and lucid examples, he stressed the importance 
of archival records as important sources in proper 
reconstruction of history, with an emphasis on 
promoting Archives as a movement.

In his address Dr. R. L. Sahoo, Chief Archivist, 
RBI informed about various research and reference 
facilities available in the RBI Archives and encouraged 
and invited the audience and their collegues and 
students to visit RBI Archives and use its research 
facilities. The function ended with vote of thanks by 
Shri Ravi Kiran Pala, Archivist, RBI.

The meeting was well attended by several 
participants from each of the following institutions 
with pivotal interest on the collection and 

ARCHIVING THE BRITISH RAJ : History of the 
Archival Policy of the Government of India, 
with Selected Documents, 1858-1947
Author : Professor Sabyasachi Bhattacharya

This is the first work that reflects on the institutional history of the 
archival policy in India.
It sheds light on the fact that the relationship between the 
writing of independent minded history, the keeping of archives, 
and access to archives is not just a professional question but a 
political one.
It shows convincingly that almost all questions that confront the 
historian today about the decay of institutional record keeping, 
preservation, use of technology and access are the legacy of 
imperial archival policy.
The author offers perhaps the first and accessible overview of 
the deliberations of the Indian Historical Records Commission's 
key contribution to both archival policy and independent India's 
new history.

maintenance of archival records: Maharashtra 
State Archives, Mumbai; Ness Wadia College of 
Commerce, Pune; Corps of Engineers Archives and 
Museum, College of Military Engineering; Godrej 
Archives, Mumbai; Gokhale Institute of Politics and 
Economics, Pune; VAMNICOM; Curator, National 
Defence Academy, Pune; State Bank Archives and 
Museum, Kolkata; NABARD Irawati Karve Museum 
of Anthropology; Department of Anthropology, 
Centre for Research and Development, Sabitribai 
Phule Pune University; Central Bank of India; Tata 
Central Archives; Symbiosis Institute of International 
Business; and Indian Institute of Education, Pune. 
An interesting discussion followed on the two 
papers presented in the convention, where several 
participants raised important questions on the 
archival movement itself, highlighting the purpose, 
need, nature, direction, upkeep and interpretation 
of such records of the past, with their significant 
bearings on our understanding of the present and 
future.
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Heritage Matters

Smita Halder*

Recently in 2016 an inscribed stone chatra 
was procured by Ghantasala Museum, Ar-
chaeological Survey of India (henceforth ASI) 
from a village named Siddhantam in Gudivada 
Mandala, Andhra Pradesh. The Hindu reported 
this event on 22nd November, 20161. According 
to the report a local family of Mr. Ch. Rama 
Deekshitulu from the village Siddhantam 
possessed the umbrella since six decades and 
finally handed over the artifact to ASI and now 
it is in display in the Museum of Ghantasala 
as Mr. Murali Krishna Sastry, the son of Mr. 
Deekshitulu2  wanted to.

Fig. 1: ‘A group of amateur historians handing over 
Buddhist umbrella to the museum at Ghantasala 
village in Krishna district’| Courtesy : The Hindu, 

November 22, 2016.

Gudivada is a town and a Taluka headquar-
ter in Krishna District, Andhra Pradesh. The 
early historic Buddhist site in Andhra Pradesh 
is locally known as Lanja Dibba3. The site was 
first reported by Boswell in 18704 and Alexander 
Rea has excavated the site5. Rea unearthed a 
solid brick stūpa at the site which was stylisti-
cally close to that of Bhattiprolu. However, 
* Research Fellow in Indology, The Asiatic Society

there is little published data available on the 
archaeological site of Gudivada.

The Ghantasala Museum, (Fig. 2) where the 
inscribed umbrella is in display, is situated op-
posite to the Buddhist stūpa site of Ghantasala 
(Fig. 3) which is not far from Gudivada (Map 1). 
It should be mentioned here that there are three 
umbrellas in display in the Museum (Fig. 4, 5 
& 6A). Unfortunately, neither the artifacts are 
labeled, nor any documentation has been done in 
the site museum and thus, it is difficult to know 
the provenance and other details of the artifacts. 

Fig. 2: Archaeological Museum, ASI, Ghantasala

Fig. 3: Ghantasala Buddhist Stūpa Remains

Gudivada Stone Umbrella Inscription at Ghantasala 
Museum: A Note
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fig.  4 & 5: Umbrellas in display, Ghantasala Museum, Andhra Pradesh

We have learnt from Mr. Borra Siva Ashok Vardhan, the M.T.S. of Ghantasala Museum, 
that the umbrella shown below (Fig. 6A & 6B) is the one collected from Gudivada and rest of the 
artifacts are collected from Ghantasala region itself.

The inner rim of the chatra is inscribed in half circle. As the chatra is broken, last part of 

Map1: Distance between Gudivada and Ghantasala (Courtesy : Google)
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the inscription is lost at present. The inscrip-
tion begins with auspicious śrīvatsa symbol 
and the letters are mostly in good condition 
and deeply cut. The inscription is incised with 
Brāhmī characters of c. second century CE 
and in Prakrit language. The letters have very 
distinct triangular serif mark. Letters of the 
inscription closely resemble with those of the 
Kanaganahalli inscriptions (Fig. 7) of circa 
second century CE. Though there is no use of 
punctuation marks, most of the words are sepa-
rated from each other by a considerable gap. 

Fig. 7: Kanaganahalli inscription
Courtesy : Professor Osmund Bopearachchi

The text of the Gudivada stone umbrella 
inscription is as follows –

bharatiyāna nāgilase[hise(sa) putasa 
nāgokhada se[hisa  putasa  bhāra . t[o] se[‰isa  
[va?]<…

As the inscription is fragmented and last few 
letters are obliterated, meaning of the same is 
not properly understood but it is certain that 
the inscription mentions probably some mem-
bers of a se[hi (Skt. śreš[hī) family who might be 
the donor of the umbrella. From the available 

part of the inscription it could 
be said that Se[hi Bhāra_ta, 
the son of Se[hi Nāgokhada 
(Nāgaskanda) who is the son 
of Se[hi Nāgila of the Bharati-
yas. It is not clear whether the 
term Bharatiya denotes to a 
group of people or a place but 
it seems that the term bharati-
ya  becomes bharatiyāna 
(bharatiyāòa>bharatiyāna) 
which is used as the plural 
form of the sixth case-affix 
in terms of relation. We have 
similar example in Junnar in-

scription where we get the term Apaguriyāna6. 
However, it is interesting to note that the 
inscription mentions three generations of the 
śreš[hī family and all are introduced by their 
father's names which was an unusual practice 
at that time. The common practice to introduce 
the donor was by mentioning his relation to his 
father and grandfather (i.e. puta  and natu7 
respectively).

In this context it should be mentioned that 
there is another inscribed umbrella in the mu-
seum (Fig. 5). It seems the umbrella has been 
acquired from Ghantasala area as suggested by 
Mr. Vardhan, the M.T.S. of the museum. The 
inscription is written in Prakrit language and 
in Brāhmī characters of c. second century CE 
like the previous one. Here the ‘sa’ in the word 

Fig. 6B: Gudivada stone umbrella inscription at Ghantasala Museum

Fig. 6A: Gudivada 
inscribed stone 

umbrella at 
Ghantasala 

Museum
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Uvāsaka is peculiarly engraved with a stroke 
at the bottom of the letter which probably was 
either ornamentation or a mistake done by the 
engraver. In this inscription the triangular serif 
marks are quite prominent like the previous 
one. This umbrella is engraved on the outer rim 
of it. Like the previous one, this one also cut 
into clear and bold letters; and the words are 
separated from each one by a little gap. Most of 
the letters are cut into almost in a uniform size 
except last five letters. Interestingly, it seems 
that engraver forgot to put a ma or <ma after 
dha in the word deyadhama which indicates 
that the engraver was either illiterate or semi-
literate. The text and translation of Ghantasala 
stone umbrella (Fig. 8-11) is as follows –

uvāsakasa mulasa gharaniya bapiya 
dhamorāme deyadha(ma) chātā

Translation: A meritorious gift of an 
umbrella (chātā) to the Dharma-udyāna 
(dharmārāma) by Bapi, the wife (gharani) of 
the lay-worshiper (upāsaka) named Mūla. 

Fig. 8: Ghantasala stone umbrella inscription (Part 1)

Fig. 9: Ghantasala stone umbrella inscription (Part 2)

Fig. 10: Ghantasala stone umbrella inscription (Part 3)

Fig. 11: Ghantasala stone umbrella inscription (Part 4)
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Let us celebrate the diversity of MUSIC 
in India on the occasion of the 

Fête de la Musique
on 21 June 2019
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ˆ•þ 24ö¢ öô– 2019 ~!¢ëûy!Øþ†þ ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþ 
!îû!e«öìëû¢l †Ïþyöìîîû ’þzöì˜Äyöìˆ ~!¢ëûy!Øþ†þ ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþîû òò 
!î˜Äy¤yˆîûóó ¤èþyˆ,öì¥ îûî#wéŸél?îû&¡ ¤¦þÄyîû xyöìëûy?l 

†þîûy ¥ëûÐ ’þz_« ôöìlyéKþ xl%Ûþyöìl †þ!î=îû& îûî#wlyí ~ î‚   
!îöìoy¥# †þ!î l?îû&¡ ß¿îûöì” •„þyöì˜îû ?#îöìlîû lylyl 
÷î!‹þeÄôëû !˜öì†þîû †þíy ¤‚ˆ#•þ G l,öì•þÄîû xyöì¡yöì†þ 

~!¢ëûy!Øþ†þ ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþ xyöìëûy!?•þ 
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•%þöì¡ ™îûy ¥ëûÐ ’þz_« xl%Ûþyöìl îûî#w¤‚ˆ#•þ þ›!îûöìî¢l 
†þöìîûl ²Ìîy˜²Ì!•þô îûî#w¤‚ˆ#•þ !¢Ò# ×# x‰ÅÄ ö¤lÐ 
•„þyîû þ›!îûöìî!¢•þ ò†þöìî îy!¥îû ¥öì¡ôó– ò!˜öìlîû ö¢öì£ì 
‰%öìôîû ö˜öì¢ó– òèþîûy íy†þ ß¿,!•þ ¤%™yëû !î˜yöìëûîû þ›ye‡y!ló– 
òö•þyôyëû ˆyl ö¢ylyîó ²Ìè,þ!•þ ¤‚ˆ#•þ ö×y•,þô[þ¡#îû 
ôl xlyëûyöì¤ ?ëû †þöìîû ölëûÐ xyîû ×#ô•þ# îlyl# 
‹þe«î•Åþ#îû ¤%öìëyˆÄ þ›!îû‹þy¡lyëû þ›!îûöìî!¢•þ ¥ëû ̂ #!•þlyØþÄ 
ö‹þlyéŸéxöì‹þly l?îû&¡Ð

xþ›)îÅ ¤‚ˆ#•þ ôy™%öìëÅÄ ~î‚ x¤y™yîû” Sér˜ !îlÄyöì¤ 
’þzèþëû xl%Ûþyl¥z ¤æþ¡•þy ¡yèþ †þöìîûÐ xl%Ûþyöìl ’þzþ›!ßi•þ 
!Séöì¡l ~!¢ëûy!Øþ†þ ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþîû ôyll#ëû ¤y™yîû” ¤Á›y˜†þ 
’éƒ ¤•þÄîÊ•þ ‹þe«î•Åþ# ô¥y¢ëû ¤¥ †þôÅ¤!ô!•þîû xlÄylÄ 
¤˜¤Äî,r˜ ~î‚ ~!¢ëûy!Øþ†þ ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþîû ¤†þ¡ †þôÅ#î,r˜¤¥ 
•þ„yöì˜îû xyd#ëûßº?l G îà î¦%þîy¦þîÐ xl%Ûþyöìl ¤†þöì¡îû 
xyhsý!îû†þ ¤¥öìëy!ˆ•þy !Sé¡ ö‹þyöì‡ þ›’þüyîû ô•þlÐ

ö¤ï?lÄ / ’éƒ ?ˆêþ›!•þ ¤îû†þyîû 

ˆ#!•þlyØþÄ ö‹þlyéŸéxöì‹þly l?îû&¡
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A Historical Chronology 
of the Indian Kings 
Based on dPag-bsam-
ljon-bzang 

Dr. Dipankar Salui*

The Tibetan data relating to the Indian 
culture as available in translation or in indig-
enous Tibetan writings are important to confirm 
India’s premises. 

Many Indian texts are preserved in Tibetan 
translation, as dependable source materials. A 
few among them are already translated in San-
skrit, Hindi or in English. Those add new ma-
terials for researches in Indology. In the Asiatic 
Society, Kolkata Csoma de körös took initiative 
in this regard by the first quarter of the 19th cen-
tury. Thereafter Van Manon, Denisson Ross, W. 
Campbell, Mm. Satish Chandra Vidyabhusana, 
Sarat Chandra Das followed. On the other hand, 
Mm. Vidhusekhara Bhattacharya and a band 
of Tibetan knowing scholars of Visva Bharati, 
Shantiniketan and in Kolkata innovated the 
measures of back translation of Sanskrit texts 
which are preserved in the Tibetan Kanjur (bka’ 
‘gyur) and the Tanjur (bstan ‘gyur). As a result 
several bilingual (Tibetan-Sanskrit) source ma-
terials in printed editions have come out for Indo-
logical Studies. In the west also a wide measure 
has been taken for translating the Indic-Tibetan 
texts and the indigenous works of the Tibetan 
Buddhist authors into English and other Euro-
pean languages for academic researches.

Much information is known from the writ-
ings of the Tibetan historians. Though they 
did not come to India still from the connection 

* Research Fellow in Tibetan Studies, The Asiatic 
Society, Kolkata

with Indian Pan]
its they came to 
know a very con-
siderable amount 
of historical infor-
mation of particu-
larly Indian Bud-
dhism. The books 
namely Bu-ston’s 
(1290-1364 A. D.) 
bDe-par gśegs-
pa’i bstan-pa’i 
gsal-byed chos-kyi ’byu„ gnas gsun-rab rin-po-
che’i mdzod, translated by E. Obermiller, His-
tory of Buddhism in India and Tibet; Tāranāth’s 
(1575-1634 A. D.)  dPal-gyi ’byu„-gnas dam-pa’i 
chos rin-po-che ’phags-yul-du ji-ltar dar-pa’i 
tshul gsal-bar ston-pa dgos-’dod-bar ston-pa 
dgos-’dod kun-’byu„, translated by Lama 
Chimpa and Aloka Chattopadhyaya, History 
of Buddhism in India; and Sum-pa-mkhan-po’s 
(1702-1775 A. D.) Phags-yul-rgya-rag-chen-
po-bod-da„-sog-yul-du-dam-pal’i-chos-byu„-
tshul-dpag-bsam-ljon-bzang, shortly called 
dPag-bsam-ljon-bzang  are some examples.        

We came to know that from the 14th cen-
tury up to 18th century three great historical 
compilations were prepared by the Tibetan 
scholars. But the main sources of their infor-
mation happened to be the two Chos-’byu„-s 
(The history of religion). Of the 18th century 
works, our modern historians frequently draw 
upon one called the Phags-yul-rgya-rag-chen-
po-bod-da„-sog-yul-du-dam-pal’i-chos-byu„-
tshul-dpag-bsam-ljon-bzang, which means, the 
auspicious wish-yielding tree of the account 
of the origin of the Doctrine (i.e. Buddhism) 
in Āryadeśa (India), Mahā-chīna, Tibet and 
Mongolia. The abbreviated title by which it is 
usually referred to is dPag-bsam-ljon-bzang, 
meaning the auspicious wish-yielding tree by 
Sum-pa-mkhan-po-ye-śes-dpal-’byor, usually 
referred to simply as Sum-pa.

Space for Research Fellow
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The most outstanding contribution of Sarat 
Chandra Das in the field of Tibetan historiog-
raphy was the publication of Sum-pa’s work 
(in original Tibetan) in first two parts from the 
Presidency Jail Press, Calcutta in 1908. Part-
I—History of the Rise, Progress and Downfall 
of Buddhism in India; and Part-II—History of 
Tibet from Early Times to 1745 A. D. The origi-
nal Tibetan work was composed in 1748 A. D. 
by Sum-pa. Sarat Chandra Das edited it with 
a list of contents with a historical chronology 
of the Indian kings and an analytical index in 
English. But the translation of the Tibetan text 
is not done. In this context the translation of the 
Tibetan text dPag-bsam-ljon-bzang becomes 
extremely relevant to the researchers.  

The Tibetan text dPag-bsam-ljon-bzang, is 
one of the most wide reference to the history of 
Buddhism in India, Tibet, China and Mongolia, 
despite its overt sectarian position. This work 
is usually referred to as rGya-gar-chos-’byu„, 
which means, the history of Buddhism in India. 
But my study is to reveal the historical chronol-
ogy of the Indian kings. It will focus on a new 
dimension of Indian ancient history related to 
Indian Buddhism. 
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Lokakathar Antarlok, 
Pallab Sengupta, Sa-
hitya-Prakash, Kolka-
ta, May 2017, 1st pub-
lished August 2000, 
Pages-131, Price-150/-

The study of Folk-
loristics has now been 
acknowledged as a 
social-science sub-
ject internationally, 
though the same con-

cept, till now, is not so focused in India. The 
international standard of this discipline has 
now been introduced in India under curricu-
lum of different higher-education institutions. 
The technical terms and theories of Folktales, 
though in this regard, has not been studied 
enough. The author tried to address the book 
from this resourceful angle.

The book under review is a valuable and 
serious research work on Folklore Theories and 
methods circulated worldwide. The theoretical 
orientations in the field of Folkloristics has 
not been considerately adequate. The pioneer 
senior scholar Dr. Pallab Sengupta in this re-
viewed book, has tried to denote precisely those 
definitions through a thorough and detailed 
analysis of the popular folklore theories. He 
dealt with definition, dynamism and scope of 
Folklore expressions and critically elaborated 
the text with several examples emphasising on 
the narrative structures i.e. Folktales, Myths, 
and Legends etc. The sequences of the chapters 
are appropriate and well-mounted which gives 
us the clear idea of the chronological advance-
ments of the theories. Sincere efforts from the 
part of the veteran author and compact ideas 
on the vast areas of Folklore and Culture will 
definitely help the scholars in planning out their 
future research projects in this particular field 
of Folklore study. 

From time immemorial, various forms of folk 
expressions have gone through transformation. 
Myths, Folktales, Legends are not an excep-
tion from this. The book starts with insight to 
find out the main element and trait of the said 
three branches of folk-interpretation. Analyti-
cal discussions and enough examples enriched 
the first chapter of the book to trace out and 
explain the process that leads to the transfor-
mation from Myths to Folktales and Folktales to 
Legends. The author has indicated that Myths 
were created at the dawn of civilisation when 
the pre-historic period ended gradually. The 
various forms of folktales happened there and 
the advent of Legends came following. 

It has been a long period of time since the 
scholars are contributing on Folklore, its struc-
ture, periphery, direction and various aspects. A 
general conception of all those studies were an-
ticipated in the second chapter of the reviewed 
book along with introductory acknowledgement 
of renowned folklorists. The folktales started 
their journey within a fairy-tale coating over 
material experiences and imagination. Keeping 
conformity with that notion, various methods 
available in the field of Folklore research was 
selected and examined in the following chap-
ters.

The ‘Historical-Geographical method’ came 
into focus in this concern primarily. In this 
method, various narratives of a single story 
were collected to mark them in order of a certain 
geographical area or language. The concept of 
‘Archetype’ and ‘Oikotype’ were framed through 
this method; with the reference from ballad 
‘Kajõlrêkhã’ and a fairy-tale ‘Ghumanta-Puri’, 
this has been intensely discussed. The next 
chapter dealt with the most popular method of 
Stith Thompson and Anti Arne’s ‘Type-Motif 
Index Method’. The author in a sincere way 
successfully listed up the important types and 
motifs which are of recurrent use in folktales 
circulated worldwide and in Bengal. This will 
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indeed help the scholars get a clear idea of the 
vast and intense work done by the two folklor-
ists. 

The uniqueness of this collection came out 
wonderfully in the next two chapters. The her-
itage of classical and epic literature in India 
is enriched and traditional. The author com-
pared the similarities and differences of those 
popular texts with a Folk-Ballad of Bengal 
named ‘Kajolrekha’ and has certainly proved 
his excellence in representation of the similar 
characteristics of Folk-motifs found in those 
narratives. Also, special attention was drawn 
with reference from Kalidasa’s renowned works 
of literature Meghaduta, Vikramorvasiyam and 
Abhijnanasakuntalam. In continuation to this, 
the functional and structural analysis of the 
folktales done by Russian Folklorist Vladimir 
Prop, Levi-Strauss, P Maranda and Alan Dun-
das and many other scholars were critically 
assessed with the constraints of their projected 
theory. Application of the theory is primarily 
mathematical and seems to be a little bit of 
calculative, but to discuss Folkloristics from a 
scientific point of view, this would definitely be 
an important resource to clarify the enormous 
area of the discipline. The complexity, which is 
the most important feature of Bengali folktales, 
has thus been applied and examined with an 
example from the tale Patalkanya Manimala. 
In continuation to this, the importance of 
the Psycho-Analytical Method proposed by 

Sigmund Freud and his descendant Carl. G. 
Young’s theory of the collective unconscious in 
generating the foundation of any folktale, has 
also been addressed with serious effort.

After the comparative analysis of all the 
significant theories prevalent in the field of 
Folklore study, the Author has come to a con-
clusive opinion with the most argued philosophy 
of ‘Historical-Materialism’ as the fundamental 
impression of developing Folktales. Class-
struggle is the key force for socio-cultural and 
economic changes of the civilisation and thus it 
has been and continues to be, as the reflection 
and a weapon of class conflict, a counter-voice 
of the collective unconscious through oral dis-
courses. The binary nature of common man, 
who forms the Folktale by the Reality of life 
reflected through the prism of collective un-
conscious mind, ultimately creates the world 
of wish-fulfilment by the protesting hymns of 
the folk narratives. 

All the chapters in this book have their own 
merits and importance. Some mere printing 
mistakes have occurred, which can be ignored 
with consideration. The book under review, 
would be thus, a valuable and precise collection 
worth preserving for folklore theories unveiling 
the inner-world of folktales.

Dr. Sampan Chakrabarty
Research Fellow (Folklore and Culture)
The Asiatic Society, Kolkata

Errata : In page heading of p. 18, "Remembering 110 Birth Anniversary of Kazi Nazrul Islam" should be read 
as  "Remembering 120 Birth Anniversary of Kazi Nazrul Islam". We apologise for this inadvertent mistake.
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294.30922
D 229f 

Das,  Sanj ibkumar ,  1973
 Female personalities in 

Buddhism/Sanjib Kumar Das. 
—Santiniketan : Department 
of Indo-Tibetan Studies, Visva-
Bharati, 2018.

xxvi, 254p.; 25cm. (77379) 
(24.4.18)

Bibliography : p. 258-254.
ISBN : 9789380852805 : Rs. 

1500.00 (hbk)

No Lending
294.3095
D 229f 

Chandra, Lokesh
 Buddhist intimations/

Lokesh Chandra. —New Delhi 
: International Academy of 
Indian Culture, Aditya Pra-
kashan, 2018.

432p.: ill, facsims, maps; 
25cm. (Sata - Pitaka Series : 
Indo-Asian Literature; vol. 655)  
(77378) (24.4.18).

Includes passages in San-
skrit and Hindi.

Literature cited at end of 
some chapters.

ISBN : 978-81-7742-148-4 : 
Rs. 3600.00 (hbk)

294.5
G 724p 

Goyal S. R.
 Pauranika sects and cults/S. 

R. Goyal—Jodhpur : Kusuman-
jali Book World, 2017.

xxiii, 296p.; 23cm (77380 
(24.4.18)

Bibliography : p.281-292.
ISBN :      : Rs. 990.00 (hbk)

294.52114
D 322r 

Dehejia, Harsha V
 Hindi title = Radhayan : the 

story of Radha through myth, 
history and friction. Harsha 
V. Dehejia—New Delhi : D. K. 
Print world, 2018.

96p., coloured plates : col-
oured ill, coloured facsims;  25 
cm 

Chiefly illustrated.
Includes words in Sanskrit 

(Roman)
ISBN : 978-81-24609019 : 

Rs. 1195.00 (hbk)

301
S 678C

ed.5 
S o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  :  a 

 book of readings/edited by 
Lewis A. Coser [and] Bernard 
Rosenberg—5th ed—New Delhi 
: Rawat Publications, 2018.

xviii, 603p.; 25cm. (77409) 
(16.7.18)

'Indian Reprint, 2018' : t.p. 
verso.

First published : New York 
: Macmillan, c 1982.

Notes & References at end 
of chapters.

ISBN : 987-81-316-0919-4 : 
Rs. 1595.00 (hbk)

330.954809034
S 727b 

V.1, A&B
pt.I-II 

Southern  India  the  late 
 nineteenth century/edited 

by Amiya Kumar Bagchi [and]
Arun Bandopadhyay; foreward 
by Basudev Chatterji—New 
Delhi: Indian Council of His-
torical Research; Monohar, 
2015—2017

1v. in 4; 26cm. (Documents 
on Economic history of Brit-
ish rule in India, 1858-1947) 
(77384-77387 (26.4.18)

Contents : V.1., pt. 1—A 
& B: 1860s—1870s/edited by 
Amiya Kumar Bagchi [and] 
Arun Bandopadhyay; foreword 
by Basudev Chatterji, 2015-V.1., 
pt. II-A & B : 1880s-1890s/ edited 
by Amiya Kumar Bagchi [and]
Arun Bandopadhyay; forword by 
Y. Sundershan Rao, 2017.

ISBN : 978-93-5098-009-5: 
Rs. 5050.00 (V.1, pt.1 A-B, set 
of 2 vols). 

332.12240954
B144c 
V.1-2 
pt.1-3 
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Bagchi, Amiya Kumar 
 The evolution of the State 

Bank of India : the roots, 1806-
1876/Amiya Kumar  Bagchi.
Calcutta : O.U.P., 1987-1997.

2v. in 3, plates : coloured 
maps; 25cm. (B15050-B15053) 
(V.1.pt.1-2) (31.12.18), B15052 
(V.2) (31.12.18)

Notes at end of chapters.
Bibliography at end, v.1, 

pt2.
Contents : V.1. pt. 1. The 

early  years, 1806-1860, 1987—
V.1 pt. 2, Diversity and regroup-
ing, 1860-1876, 1987—V.2. The 
Era of the Presidency Banks, 
1876-1920.–New Delhi : State 
Bank of India, Sage Publica-
tions, 1997.

ISBN :      Rs. 300.00 (V.1 pt. 
1 & 2) —ISBN : 81-7036-604-6 : 
Rs. 450.00 (V.2)

355.00954
U 65i 

Upadhyay, R. D. 1927—. 
 Indians in Nepal : during 

the 1857 war/R.D. Upadhyay—
New Delhi : Kaveri Books, 2013.

96p. ; 23cm. (77369) (24.4.18) 
ISBN : 978-81-7479-136-8 : 

Rs. 350.00 (hbk)

FR.
423.9143
B151h 
V.1—

Bahari, Hardev
 Hindi Title = Comprehen-

sive English-Hindi dictionary/
Hardev Bahari–Rev. & enl. ed.–
Benaras : Jnana Mandal, 1969–.

— v . ;  2 5 c m .  ( B 1 4 9 9 0 ) 
(19.7.18)

Author's name in Hindi.
Contents : V.1.A—N—
ISBN :                 : Rs. (V.1.)
Library has V.1. only.

599.909541
N277g

N a t i o n a l  S e m i n a r  o n
  'New Arenas of Biologi-

cal Anthropology in In-
dia(2014 Nov. 26-28 : De-
partment of Anthropol-
ogy, North Eastern Hill 
Univers i ty ,  Shi l long) .
Reading in Biological anthro-

pology/edited by Sudipta Ghosh 
[and] Dhruba Kr. Limbu—Dehli 
: B. R. Publishing, 2018.

xxii, 277p.; 25cm. (77408) 
(16.7.18)

References at end of chap-
ters. 

ISBN : 97893862238609 : 
Rs. 1750.00 (hbk)

R. R. 
610.1

B655m
The Bloomsbury Companion

to contemporary philosophy 
of Medicine / edited by James A. 
Marcum—New Delhi, London 
: Bloomsbury Academic, 2017.

x i i i ,  4 0 7 p .  2 4 c m . 
(Bloomsbury Companion 23) 
(77348) (31.3.18)

Notes and references at end 
of chapters.

ISBN : 978-1-4742-3300-2 : 
Rs. 140.00 (hbk)

709.01130954
C968m

Cultural ecology : prehistory
and ethnoarchacological 

context of Indian rock art : 
with emphasis on Noth-Eastern 
States/edited by Bansilal Malla 
[and] Dwipen Bezboruah.—New 
Delhi : Indira Gandhi National 
Centre of the Arts, Aryan Books 
International 2017.

xvi, 158p. plates (some col.) 
: coloured ill. coloured maps; 
29cm. —(IGNCA Rock Art Se-
ries; 15) (77365) (24.4.18)

Referencesated of chapters.
ISBN : 978-81-7305-582-9 : 

Rs. 2850-00 (hbk)

No Lending
709.011309546

L758s
Linrothe, Rob N., 1951—.

Seeing into stone : pre-Bud-
dhist pertroglyphs and Zan-
gakar's early inhabitants / Rob 
Linrothe—New Delhi : Studio 
Orientalia, 2016.

xx, 211p., coloured plates : ill 
(some col.) facsims, maps; 23 x 
37cm., + 1 DVD (3/4ins) (76901) 
(5.4.17)

Frontis.
With 1 DVD with an ad-

ditional 143 color illustrations
Work cited cities : p. 195-207
ISBN : 978-81-924502-8-5 : 

Rs. 3600.00 (hbk)

No Lending
726.145095482

M285t
Manoj, G.

Temple architecture of 
South India : Salem Region/G. 
Manoj—Delhi : Bharatiya Kala 
Prakashan, 2017.

xxxv, 216p. [110] p. of plates 
: ill.; 29cm (77370) (24.4.18).



MONTHLY BULLETIN JULY 2019
39

Books accessioned during the last monthBooks accessioned during the last monthBooks accessioned during the last month

Chiefly illustrated.
Appendix : p. 197-209.
ISBN : 978-81-8090-397-7 : 

Rs. 4000.00 (hbk)

891.2103
R165s

Valmiki Ramayana : voices and 
visions/edited by Avadhesh 

K u m a r  S i n g h ,  w i t h  t h e 
bless ings  o f  Poojya Shri 
Morari Bapuji›—New Del-
hi : D. K. Print World, 2017

xii, 506p.; 23cm (77382) 
(24.4.18)

Sanskrit verses with Eng-
lish translations.

References at end of chap-
ters.

ISBN : 978-81-246-0896-8 : 
Rs. 1600.00 (hbk)

RR 
920.054

I29d
Illustrated Encyclopaedia and

who's who of Princely states 
in Indian Sub-continent/edited, 
compiled and introduction by 
J. C. Dua—New Delhi : Kaveri 
Books, 2017.

538p. : ill.; 28cm (77368) 
(24.4.18)

ISBN : 978-81-7479-036-1 : 
Rs. 2750.00 (hbk)

930.102830954137
S246e

Sarma, A. K. (Arun Kumar),1933.
Excavations at Rajim/A. K. 

Sharma, Prabhat Kumar Singh 
[and] Praveen Tirkey—Delhi : 
B. R. Publishing, 2018.

xviii, 260p., coloured plates : 
ill.; 29cm (77396) (16.7.18)

Bibliography : p. 207-208
ISBN : 9789386223838 : Rs. 

3000.00 (hbk)

930.10283095479
S246f

Sarma, A. K. (Arun Kumar), 1933–.
Further excavations at Man-

sar / A. K. Sharma—Delhi : B. 
R. Publishing, 2018.

xiv, 186p., coloured plates 
: ill., general tables; 29cm. 
(77393) (16.7.18)

Appendix : p. 147-151.
Bibliography : p. 153-155.
ISBN : 9789386223760 : Rs. 

2500.00 (hbk)

930.10954
K13d 
V.1-2

Kailashnath Hetu : essays
on prehistory, protohistory 

and historical archacology : 
festschrift to Shri Kailash Nath 
Dikshit/edited by Ajit Kumar, 
Rajesh S.V. [and] Abhayan G. S. 
—Delhi : New Bharatiya Book 
Corporation 2017.

xxxvi, 811p. [52]p. of col-
oured plates : ill., maps; 29cm 
(77375-77376) (24.4.18)

References at end of chap-
ters.

ISBN : 978-81-8315-298-3 : 
Rs. 7995.00 (set of 2 vols).

954
R313r 
V.1-2

Reddy Smiriti :  exploring
the Indian past : commemo-

ration volume in honour of 
Dr. Y. Gopal Reddy/editor : P 
Chenna Reddy—Delhi : B. R. 

Publishing, 2017.
2v. (xliii, 676p.), [66]p. of 

coloured plates, ill, maps (some 
col.); 29cm. (77373-77374) 
(24.4.18)

Reference at end of chapters.
ISBN : 9789386223784 : Rs. 

7000.00 (set of 2 vols)

954
V352i

Vatsyayan, Kapila
India's cultural heritage and 

identity and other essays/by 
Kapila Vatsyayan—New Delhi 
: D. K. Printworld, 2018.

iii, 253p.; 25cm (77366) 
(24.4.18).

ISBN : 978-81-246-0904-0 : 
Rs. 1100.00 (hbk)

954.03
C456f 

ed.3rep.
Chandra, Bipan

Freedom struggle/Bipan 
Chandra, Amales Tripathi [and]
Barun De—3rd rep. ed.—New 
Delhi : National Book Trust, 
1985.

vii, 228p. [12]p. of plates; 
21cm. (B14682) (31.1.17).

First ed., 1972.
ISBN :             : Rs. 5.00 (hbk)

R.R. 
954.12
M.678n 

V.1-3
Misra, B. N. (Bhaskarantha)

Nalanda : an ancient Interna-
tional Institute of Advanced Stud-
ies in History, Art, Architecture, 
Iconography, Literature, Educa-
tion, Philosophy and Religious 
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of chapters.
Contents : V.1. Sources and 

background–V.2 Arts–V.3 Ico-
nography and architecture.

ISBN : 9789380852669 : Rs. 
15,000.00 (set of 3 vols).

954.3
S246e

Sarma, R. K., 1932—.
The eternal  Narmada 

: sacred landscape and liv-
ing traditions/R.K. Sharma, 

tractises mainly Buddhist disci-
pline attracting the foreign stu-
dents like Fa-Hien, Hien Tsang, 
Itsing and many others.../B.M. 
Misra [Rep.ed.] Delhi : Buddhist 
World Press, 2017.

3v (ix, 413; xii, 326; xxiii, 
399p); 29cm (77397-77399) 
(16.7.18).

First published : Delhi : B. 
R. Publishing, 1998

Chiefly illustrated.
Notes and references at end  

S. K. Tiwari [and] Anuradha 
Khandekar—New Delhi : IN-
TACH Aryan Books Interna-
tiona, 2017.

xv, 246p., [30]p. of coloured 
plates : ill., maps; 29cm (77377) 
(24.4.18).

Sanskrit verses with Eng-
lish translations.

References at  end of chap-
ters.

ISBN : 978-81-7305-564-5 : 
Rs. 3600.00 (hbk).

2nd Rajendralala Mitra Memorial Lecture2nd Rajendralala Mitra Memorial Lecture2nd Rajendralala Mitra Memorial Lecture

   Professor Suniti Kumar Chatterji Memorial Lecture   Professor Suniti Kumar Chatterji Memorial Lecture   Professor Suniti Kumar Chatterji Memorial Lecture

All are cordially welcome

Three Eventful Programmes in the month of July

Two-Day Conference in collaboration with  
Vidyasagar University

Remembering the Life and Times of Pandit Iswarchandra Vidyasagar

 Day One –23 July Venue : Vidyasagar University, Medinipur, 10 a.m. onwards

 Day Two –25 July Venue : Vidyasagar Hall, The Asiatic Society, 11 a.m. onwards      








